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Committee of Antiquities. 

George Petrie, LL. D. ; Rev. James H. Todd, D. D. ; 
J. Huband Smith, Esq., A. M. ; Aquilla Smith, M. D. ; 
Earl of Dunraven ; Major Larcom, R. E. ; Lord Talbot de 
Malahide. 



The President, under his hand and seal, nominated the 
following Vice-Presidents for the current year: — 

James Apjohn, M. D. ; Rev. Humphrey Lloyd, D. D. ; 
Major Larcom, R. E. ; George Petrie, LL. D. 



Rev. Dr. Graves said, it was his duty, on the part of Mr. 
Richard Hitchcock, to present to the Museum of the Aca- 
demy two inscribed Ogham monuments, and a portion of an 
ancient quern. Mr. Hitchcock had described the articles in a 
letter, from which the following was an extract : — 

" The stone which I have marked No. 1 (my new disco- 
very last autumn) is believed to have been originally brought 
from the same rath in which was found another fine Ogham 
monument, now preserved at Lougher. It is a good spe- 
cimen of these inscriptions. No. 2 was the lintel over the 
doorway of a little building of this ground form (Q), the flat 
side showing where the doorway was, in a rath at Gortna- 
gullanagh. Outside this building was another circle, running 
round it. This stone bears a remarkably well-preserved 
Ogham inscription, and exhibits two deeply cut crosses, one 
on either side of the stone. In order to prevent mistake, it 
may be necessary to state clearly, that this stone was not 
found in the souterrain of the rath, the little building above 
referred to having been on the surface of the ground but 
within the enclosure of the rath. An ancient quern was also 
found near the Ogham stone in this fort, and as I thought it 
an interesting addition, I procured one stone of it, which ac- 
companies the Ogham inscription." 
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Dr. Graves observed, that these stones formed a valuable 
donation to their Museum. Mr. Hitchcock had before pre- 
sented monuments of the same kind, but in the present case 
he was a discoverer as well as a donor. Both these stones 
had been found in the county of Kerry, and were well pre- 
served. 

The inscription on the first of the monuments appeared 
to contain two proper names. It commenced with the word 
Curci, which Dr. Graves took to be the genitive case of the 
proper name Core. It also bore a name beginning with 
Mucoi (which appeared on a great number of these monu- 
ments, — he should say, speaking from recollection, on as many 
as six or eight of them), and which he took to be the name of a 
tribe. The inscription was not altogether perfect, the very end 
being broken off; but all the characters are exceedingly dis- 
tinct. Core was a very well-known Irish name ; and although 
the other name had not as yet been identified, he hoped to 
ascertain what it was, by examining the pedigrees of the an- 
cient tribes occupying the district in which the stone was 
found. This stone, from its rudeness, might be supposed to 
be a pagan monument ; but the other had two crosses upon 
it, one at either side, thus supporting the opinion of those 
who referred these inscriptions to the Christian period ; and in 
particular he would notice in this monument the fact, that 
so far from there being any ground for saying that the cross 
could be more recent than the inscription, an unprejudiced 
person, carefully examining the stone, might be disposed to 
arrive at an exactly opposite conclusion. The inscription is, 
on the whole, sharper than the cross; but Dr. Graves ex- 
plained this by supposing, that while they were cut on the stone 
at the same time, the cross has been worse preserved than the 
Ogham strokes, because it was upon that face of the stone which 
was in the direction of the cleavage — the effect of the action 
of the weather being to cause the surface of the stone to scale 
off; while the strokes which were cut across the grain were 
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almost as distinctly preserved as if they had been recently 
executed. There were two inscriptions on the stone which 
contained the crosses. One exhibited the name " Decedda," 
which was as plainly written as it could possibly be. It 
struck him as worthy of notice, that this identical name oc- 
curred upon one of the seven stones in the cave of Dunloe, 
which had been taken to be a pagan sepulchre. Upon the 
other edge of the stone was almost the whole of another name, 
which belonged to the Christian time. The letters formed the 
word Catufi, and he found that Cathubius was the name of 
an abbot, whose death was recorded in the Annals of the Four 
Masters as having occurred in the year 554. 



The following communication from the Rev. Dr. Hincks, 
dated 7th March, 1853, was read by the Secretary : — 

" My dear Sir, — I have discovered at my recent visit to 
the British Museum : — 

" 1. Two fragments of syllabariums of a similar nature to 
that which I described in a note to my recent Paper (Trans- 
actions, vol. xxii. P. L., p. 342). One of these is in excellent 
preservation. 

" 2. I obtained the following complete list of the mono- 
grams, in their proper order, representing the twelve Assyrian 
months of thirty days and the Epagomense. These mono- 
grams I would read provisionally by the Egyptian names of 
the corresponding months. 



